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PRESS RELEASE
Secondary sources beamlines contracts for ELI Laser Research Centre in Szeged signed
A project kick-off ceremony was held today in Budapest, part of the project ELI laser research centre
implementation (ELI-ALPS), in the major project phase 1 of ELI-HU Non-profit Ltd. On the ceremonial
event, the company’s coordination director, the research technology director and three corporate
partners signed four project opening documents for the designing, building and deploying of
secondary sources, totally worth 1.4 million euros. The amount of financial support for the first
implementation phase of ELI-ALPS Research Centre is 36.998 billion HUF, 85% of which is provided
by the European Union's Regional Development Fund.
This morning, a project kick-off ceremony was held in Budapest, on the occasion of the contract made
between the University of Lund, Sweden, the Institute of Photonics and Nanotechnology of the National
Research Council (IFN-CNR) , Italy, and the Foundation for Research and Technology, Hellas (FORTH),
Greece and the ELI-ALPS laser research centre being built in Szeged, Hungary. At the event, Viktória
Tölgyesi, coordination director of ELI-HU Non-Profit Ltd., Prof. Károly Osvay, research technology director
of ELI-HU Non-Profit Ltd. and representatives of the above mentioned partners opened the project of ELIALPS’s four secondary sources and signed the project opening documents.
According to the contracts, the winners of the open public procurements will be responsible for the
implementation of four secondary sources beamlines from April 2016 to the end of 2017. The contracts
worth 350 000 euros each, all together 1.4 million euros.
Prof. Károly Osvay, research technology director of ELI-HU Non-profit Ltd. has pointed out on the scientific
importance of the agreement:
„The projects launched today involve our partners in engineering the secondary sources beamlines driven
by high repetition and single-cycle, so-called SYLOS laser systems. The building and deploying will be
carried out in close cooperation with our partners after the arrival of the lasers from the Spring of 2016. For
the perfect operation of these devices, we will have to procure further hardware infrastructure for
approximately 6 million euros. “
Giuseppe Sansone, Secondary Sources Infrastructure Division leader for ELI-HU Non-profit Ltd. said:
“Two out of the four beamlines contracted today will be pronouncedly developed for freelance users. My
colleagues and I will be constantly improving the other two beamlines, and implement these changes on the
two user-beamlines. This way we can provide the opportunity for freelance users to work uninterruptedly,
and in the meantime, the beamline developments will be continuous.”
Viktória Tölgyesi, coordination director of ELI-HU Non-Profit Ltd. said on the ceremony: “It is my pleasure
to announce that according to these contracts, the planning of the attosecond sources for the laser systems
that have already been procured and are under construction, can now begin. These beamlines will provide
a perfect opportunity for our colleagues and freelance users as well to achieve their scientific objectives.”

Dr Luca Poletto of IFN-CNR pointed out: „The Institute of Photonics and Nanotechnologies (IFN) of the
National Research Council of Italy is very proud to be involved in the ELI Attosecond project, as a top
scientific initiative pushing the limit of a new class of laser facilities. We hope that the almost twenty-year
experience gained by IFN in generation, managing and use of ultrashort coherent light pulses will be
precious for the development of this exciting project.”
Dr. Kalpouzos Constantinos of FORTH-also said: „In the last 15 years the attosecond S&T laboratory of
FORTH is one of the few laboratories that systematically develops novel methods and devices dedicated to
the generation and use of energetic attosecond pulses. ELI-ALPS, thanks to the beyond the state of the art
laser sources that will operate, is the infrastructure that has the potential to offer attosecond pulses with the
best worldwide specifications regarding pulse energy, repetition rate and duration. FORTH is thus highly
interested to contribute with its expertise to this European endeavor in the framework of an R&D project
during which FORTH in collaboration with ELI-ALPS will develop and construct one of the attosecond users’
beam-line of the infrastructure.”

***

The main object of ELI-ALPS (Extreme Light Infrastructure Attosecond Light Pulse Source) project is
creating a unique European research centre, providing the international research community with laser
pulses and further sources based on these. The Szeged facility will stand out from the institutes producing
the highest intensity laser pulses in the world with its highest repetition rate and shortest pulses.
This facility is expected to lead to reaching outstanding results not only in the field of ultrafast physical
processes but also in biological, medical and materials sciences.
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